
July 2, 2004

Mid'wel K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
4451200 Sireel. SW
Wa"hington. DC 20554

MB Duckel Nu. 04-207

Dear Chairman Powdl:

The Community Association of Progressive Dominicans is the oldest l)ominicaD~led organization
Ul New York City, where we advocate on behalfof::.nd provide scrvilX) Lu Vile uCllle Ii1:>test
growing communities in the City. Today, I am writing in opposition to the proposed "a la carte"
cabl~ ~ystem being oon;;:iclert!rl in (';nnL.,.~lt. a" it doe.;; not benefit Dominican consume.lS.

The finest quality of our current cable ~ystem is its: ever- increasing diversity. Over the past twenty
years, the number 01 cable program networks has .eroWIl from 28 to 339. wilh The array of
programs otTered on existing networks dramalically increasing' annually. With the improved
diver5ification of prograrruning, particularly 2$ it I"C'lates to }li~p:mi('~,rient<"ilJ'lnrt Rop;miKh
language programming, American consumers have bcrJetiled from exposure lO imponam
I;halU1els that support varied voices, such as BET, Telemundo. TV One, ESPN Deportes, C-SPA1'l
and rhl: Learning Channel. CorrcspOndingly. the viewing of cable programming has steadily
increa!ied.

The economic~of the cable industry are based on licensing agreem¢J'lts between cable
prOl!HlInmers and operators, Ihe cost of which are P3ssed onto consuffil::rs, and national and local
advertising. Advertising earnings arc generally based on the number ofviewt:rs II channel nttraCIS.

'If a chalmel appenls to ll. specialized audience, under the "a Ja crute" system, its viewership will
decline, as occasional vicwe~ tutl~y wuulJ llU lou!;c!" subscribe. 1..0:5' of th\;:!iC .....iewer.! nnd th03~

who might watch these channels regularly and Jlot when ofTt:r~d "'31a carte" will s~vcrely reduce
ildver[i~in2 revenue and increase the cost of licensing: agreements and the casts passed onto
consumers.

Further, if chournels do not have adequate rev<,:rlU<':, the quality and diversification ofpro~nnJllIJ.illg

will decretlse, Judilh McHale, President ofDiscovery CommuniC:lltictns. has argued that
"Dil;cOVCI"Y's aw:ard_winning netlXlorlcll will nt'll r'lxisl in an a fa carte envirorunent and consumers
will have lost the channels they regard as the pre-eminent source of high quality, family~friendly

pfogramming." Many of these channels will be forced out ofbLlsiness. We will no longer be able
to enjoy the diverse programming of today.



All impressive and vibrant cablt: probtramming industry has developed wilhout thtl need of
government re.brulation_ Cable offers consumers an incredible entertainment and educational
value:. Please help S~lstain this system. Do not s'uPPOrt the "a la carte" proposal.

Sincerely,

Victor Morisctc-rtOtncro
Community A::;sociation of Progressive Dominicans


